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a close, and in which yon have gained so mnch experience
and glory. When the war began I was like the rest ; I de-
plored yonr place in the Navy where yon were so nsefnl
and so acceptable. Bnt I know it was idle to preach to a
yonng man. Ton obeyed yonr own daemon, and I imagine
we older fellows will all have to confess that yon were in
the right As Sir Walter wrote :

One crowded hour of glorious life
Is worth an age without a name.

Yon have written your name on several pages of your
country 's history, and they are all honorable to you and
comfortable to your friends.

It has been a splendid little war ; begun with the highest
motives, carried on with magnificent intelligence and spirit,
favored by that Fortune which loves the brave. It is now
to be concluded, I hope, with that fine good nature, which
is, after all, the distinguishing trait of the American char-
acter,

Faithfully yours,

HAY.

HINIXLEAP LODGE,
FOEEST Bow, SUSSEX,

September 12, 1898.
My dear Roosevelt:

Our hearty congratulations on your safe return and on
the laurels you have won. I was sorry you retired from a
post in which you were doing so much first-rate work as the
Assistant Secretaryship of the Navy. But you have justi-
fied your action, and have had an experience which will be
of the utmost service to yourself and I hope to your coun-
try, too.

How stupendous a change in the world these six months
have brought. Six months ago you no more thought of an-
nexing the Philippine Isles and Porto Eico than you think
of annexing Spitzbergen to-day. In the interest of the
United States, I am uneasy at the change, because the new
enterprises you will enter on are enterprises for which